
Washoe-Storey Conservation District

1365 Corporate Boulevard
Reno, NV 89502

(775) 857-8500 ext. 131

Board of Supervisors Meeting

Minutes of May 13, 2019
	ATTENDANCE

	X
	Bret Tyler, Chairman
	X
	Jim Gifford, NRCS District Conservationist

	
	
	
	Bettina Scherer, NCDP, Director

	X
	Jim Shaffer, Supervisor, Treasurer
	P
	Bobby Jones - NDOW/NRCS - Biologist

	X
	Jean Herman, Supervisor
	
	Reno/Sparks, Appointee - Vacant

	X
	Kathy Canfield, Storey Co. App.
	
	Melany Atten, NCDP - 

	X
	Naomi DeVore
	X
	Wendy Barroli, small farmer, former NRCS 


I. Call to Order

   A. Chairman Bret Tyler calls the meeting to order at 3:40 p.m. Determination of Board Quorum.
   B.  Determination of agenda order – Will review and make adjustments to last month’s minutes at the end.
II. External Agency Items and Reports – For Possible Action

     A.  NRCS – Jim Gifford – 3 applications- 1 for drip line irrigation and 2 for high tunnels. More funding is available for ag. producers for  high tunnels or sage grouse projects; the application deadline is May 31. High Tunnels/ hoop houses don’t require a permit in Washoe County, but more permanent structures do. As UNR’s high tunnels became more permanent, a permit was needed. A planning document for high tunnels was passed around to board members as well as information comparing snow pack this year versus past years. Snowpack is at 189% as of May 1st. White top was reported on higher ground, but was minimal along the river as native species choke it out. Reports that Boca Dam (along with many others) is in poor condition. 
     B.  NDCP – Bettina Scherer – Not Present
     C.  DCNR – Melany Aten – Not Present
     D.  NDOW – Bobby Jones - Partner Biologist – Met with Melany Aten and a private landowner at the NV Native Seed Forum. Their property is about 840 acres with springs and riparian creek habitat in the Pah Rah Range which was affected by the Perry Fire. The potential project would be to fence off springs to keep livestock away while the spring regenerates and re-seeding in the fall. More information will be sent via email. 
         E.  NVACD - Poster Contest; we decided to focus the poster contest “Soil: Dig Deeper” towards 4th and 5th graders in Washoe and Storey County.
   
  F.  Legislative Action –ALL Updates
Bret and Naomi will take our WSCD poster to CD Day in Carson City on May 14 at the Legislative Building. 
III. Public Comments (three (3) minutes per comment)
A. Wendy Barroli- Funding is set aside for a project relating to Mule Deer in the Peterson Mountain Range. There were more mule deer that died in traffic accidents in the Cold Springs area.  Bobby Jones will talk to Game to see if they want to do a project along those lines.
Jim Shaffer adds that there were tunnels created at Stone Gate near White’s lake at Summerset for the wildlife to travel under. 
IV. District Projects – For Possible Action

A. Tenaya Creek  -Scotch  Pine HOA- Bret Tyler will make contact for updates 

B. Storey County Projects – Kathy Canfield 

C. Little Washoe Dam- We are still working towards a date to meet about that. The state is not satisfied for long-term, but it is functioning for now. There was a small leak last year, but this has been repaired. 

V. Internal District Issues – For Possible Action
A. Financial Reports- Our annual budget is due June 1. 
· Treasurers Report – Checks written, Expenditures, Balances
WSCD received $375.00 for pavers, paid $180.00 to Naomi; Office supplies were purchased $83.00, $349.76. End Balance: $6, 932.47. Mitigation Account: $13, 094.85. 
· Mileage Reports – Mileage for travel to Carson City for CD Day will be reported at next meeting. 
B. In order to prevent Sage Grouse from flying into fences, we make tags to hang from the barbed wire fences so the birds can see them. The expenses (listed on last month’s minutes) were reviewed. Kathy makes a motion to approve $2791.92 for purchasing supplies and not to exceed $300 for labor. Jim Shaffer seconds and it is passed unanimously. 
C. Adjacent CD Board Meetings Update –CD Day in Carson will include reports from all other NV CDs.

D. Discuss and Review/Approval of By-Laws revision- We have a binder with by-laws from 2000, 2001. If there is not a more recent version of these By-Laws, these need to be updated. 
E. Staff Objectives- Our Annual Budget needs to be completed and submitted by June 1. These can be adapted from last year’s plan with help from Melany and Bettina. 
VI. Supervisor, Staff and Consultant Items – For Possible Action
· Employee hiring- Once we have the supplies to make the sage grouse tags, we will hire someone to make them. 
· County Funding- $1500 was given to us from the County Commission for Sage Grouse. 
· Fill Vacancies – There was interest from potential people to join the WSCD board, we sent them our agenda but none of them came to this meeting.  2 Seats are open on WSCD. Vya CD also needs NV residents for their board so we reached out to Friends of Black Rock/High Rock in Gerlach to see if they know anyone to join Vya CD. Oaths for new positions will be scanned and sent to Bettina. 
· Planning Reviews- Kevin Roukey has contact information to access these.  Jim Shaffer plans to continue reviewing these with input from Kathy Canfield as needed. 
· Dodge Flat Solar Panel-North of Wadsworth. Almost the entire disturbance is under the panels. It was suggested to put gravel under the panels. Jim Shaffer requested the area be monitored every 6 months instead of annually. 

· Jim Gifford reports on Swan Lake on the east side of Lemon Valley- ideas include tearing out 
sagebrush to install alfalfa fields or a reservoir, Jean Herman is in support of the reservoir. 

VII. Review, Amendment and Approval of Minutes – For Possible Action 
Minutes from April 8, 2019 Board Meeting were edited. Some minute changes were made. A motion was made to approve the amended minutes. The motion was seconded and approved unanimously. 
VIII. Next Scheduled WSCD Board Meeting – 2ND MONDAY-  June 10, 2019 (Tentative)

IX. Adjourn – Action
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